
Introducing… 

FOWS!! 

The Friends of Widford School or FOWS is the Parent Teacher Association of Widford School. We 

are staff and parents of current/previous children in the school who like to help out. Our stated aim 

is to advance the education of the children in the school, which involves developing the relationships 

between staff and parents and importantly supporting the school in providing facilities and activities 

for the children.  

 

1. Developing relationships: research shows that children achieve better when their families and 

schools work together. FOWS supports this, bringing parents together to support each other 

as well as School and extending a hand to new families wanting to know how things work.  

 

2. Providing facilities: Importantly in these hard times we fundraise to ensure the children 

continue to get the equipment/experiences that School is committed to providing despite 

funding cuts. Each year we set out (a) the items we aim to provide and estimated cost and (b) 

the events we aim to hold to cover that estimated cost (see attached target for 2016/17).  

We organise a balanced programme of events throughout the school year with the joint aims of 

developing relationships and raising funds, some activities just for the children, some social get-

togethers just for the grown-ups and some for the whole family. We try to make events as enjoyable 

as we can to show the children how we can help ourselves and have fun. Upcoming events are listed on 

the school website.  

We hold planning meetings monthly, usually at School at 3pm; nobody has to arrange childcare as the 

children play together with supervision. We like to see all parents coming to our meetings, pooling 

ideas, thoughts and energy, so please make it a priority to come along to a meeting as soon as 

convenient and do your bit to help. We don’t push anyone into commitments they don’t have time for, 

but we want to meet everyone and ideas spark when a group of us gets going. Owlets parents/carers 

are very welcome. 

All parents or guardians of children attending the school, all staff and all governors are automatically 

members of FOWS. We have a committee of up to 9 including the Head Teacher as President and 

officers elected annually, currently as below: 

Chair:   Lynette Tilley (Mum to Tom in Yr 6) lynettetilley66@gmail.com 

Secretary: Deana Karahasan (Mum to Olivia in Yr 4) deanakarahasan@gmail.com   

Treasurer:  Jo Birkett (Mum to Honor in Yr 3)  jobirkett@hotmail.com  

We also have a year group rep system; a parent volunteers each half term to reach out to other 

parents in their child’s year to help the committee spread the message. Please feel free to contact 

any of the above or Liz the School Secretary (01279 842681) if you have any questions or just come 

along to the next meeting or event. We hope to meet and welcome new parents soon. 
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